Introduction
The tribe Cypereae is the second most species rich tribe of the Cyperaceae family. Its largest genus Cyperus (Linnaeus 1753: 44) forms the most diverse sedge genus in the tropics. It also represents one of the most ecologically important angiosperm genera in tropical wetlands. As a result of recent molecular phylogenetic studies (e.g. Muasya et al. 2002 , 2009a , Larridon et al. 2011a , Bauters et al. 2014 , the need became clear to create a new classification of this tribe reflecting its natural relationships, and to re-evaluate the morphological characters used for generic delimitation in this tribe (Muasya et al. 2009b; Vrijdaghs et al. 2011 , Reynders et al. 2012 , Larridon et al. 2011b , Bauters et al. 2014 .
Following recent molecular phylogenetic analyses (e.g. Simpson et al. 2007 , Muasya et al. 2009a , Larridon et al. 2011a , Cyperus s.l. or the Cyperus clade is a monophyletic clade including a paraphyletic genus Cyperus s.s. encompassing at least 12 segregate genera (following the classification of Goetghebeur 1998 and Govaerts et al. 2007) . Besides the paraphyletic nature of Cyperus s.s., there are several other arguments for a new classification of the taxa in the Cyperus clade, and more specifically to reduce the segregate genera into an expanded genus Cyperus. These arguments include: (1) the multiple origins of most of the characters used to circumscribe the segregate genera, such as, switches from spiral to distichous glume arrangement and the other way around, deciduous spikelets, pistil dimerisation and condensation of the inflorescence; (2) the fact that when using the current classification, taxa are often nested in other taxa of the same rank, for example, the genus Volkiella (Merxmüller & Czech 1953: 318) is nested in the genus Lipocarpha (Brown 1818: 459), which is nested in the group Cyperus species using the C 4 photosynthetic pathway formerly known as the genus Mariscus (Vahl 1805: 372) , and the monophyletic clade of Cyperus species using C 4 photosynthesis is in turn nested into the group of Cyperus s.l. species using C 3 photosynthesis; (3) the presence of many species with intermediate morphologies;
